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lawyers, actors, workingmen, government officials, former
political exiles, alumni of the Civil Service School, and
university students. Nearly all of these journals were
short-lived. Enormous sums were wasted by inexperi-
enced men. Only three of the several dozen dallies sur-
vived, although some of the literary periodicals and
illustrated, magazines- were, relatively speaking, more
fortunate. European Turkey, especially Macedonia,
with its prosperous economic conditions and animated
intellectual environment took great interest in this class
of publications. Several well edited and printed periodi-
cals were published with financial success, until Turkey
lost most of her European possessions.
The press was the most active factor of the new era.
It had enormous influence, but with the rapid growth in
their number, coupled with the inexperience of their
editors in discussing public questions, unenviable abuses
arose. No one dared to object to the licentious language
of the press. The reactionaries, who were responsible
for the oppression of the press in former days, were now
most zealous supporters of an unrestricted press. The
discussion in Parliament of a press-control law was so
strongly attacked everywhere that the government was
helpless. These elements interested in creating anarchy
took full advantage of the situation. The palace was
intriguing with great skill There were discontents
among every class of citizens. The larger part of the
press was on the side of discontents. On April 5, 1909,
Hassan Fehmi, editor of the opposition daily, the Ser-
besti, was mysteriously shot on the street. The funeral
was a very imposing one, and really was the first step
of revolt against the Government. On April 14, 1909,
the city was in the hands of military insurgents acting
according to the orders of the palace. The offices of the
Committee papers were pillaged by the mob. The Hide-

